


Welcome to the 2023 Farnham Literary Festival where we are 
celebrating literature in all its forms! Join us this year from 3 to 12 
March and immerse yourself in the world of books, poetry, spoken 
word, illustration, film, opera and more.

Be ready to be inspired by the amazing line-up of guest speakers, 
including the one and only Dame Jacqueline Wilson, former Children’s 
Laureate and best known for her Tracy Beaker books. You will also have 
the chance to hear from local and internationally renowned writers, such 
as broadcaster Ian Williams, Horrible Histories illustrator Martin Brown 
and crime novelist Ava Glass. Our opening event on Friday 3rd March will 
be introduced by actor Christopher Biggins and will showcase a range 
of literary genres. With over 40 events taking place in venues across 
Farnham, there’s something for everyone. 

The festival is also a celebration of Farnham, so great use is being 
made of our wonderful community hubs, interesting buildings and the 
places where people go to enjoy books.

The festival is proud to partner with a number of local organisations 
- see list below. Whether you’re a seasoned literary festival-goer or a 
first-timer, come and enjoy the relaxed atmosphere of author talks and 
readings. Take part in workshops to improve your writing and reading 
skills, try out cross-stitching with Mr X Stitch (Jamie Chalmers) and enjoy 
a range of activities for children at Farnham Library. We are delighted 
that we also have a programme for local schools as part of the Festival, 
arranged in partnership with the Blue Bear Bookshop.

Get ready to be inspired, informed and entertained. Check out the 
full programme and ticket information in this guide and on the festival 
website at www.farnhamliteraryfestival.co.uk. 

I hope you take the opportunity to enjoy the world of literature and I 
look forward to sharing the experience with you.

Farnham Literary Festival is organised by Farnham Town Council. 
Many thanks to our Festival partners and venues who are hosting 
events: Blue Bear bookshop, Farnham Library, Farnham Maltings, 
Farnham Museum, Hale Community Centre, Helen Arkell Dyslexia 
Charity, Oxfam Books and Music, St Andrew’s Church, Waterstones 
Farnham, The Farnham Pottery, The Wheatsheaf, St Mark’s Church and 
the University for the Creative Arts.

Councillor Kika Mirylees
Lead Member for Tourism  
and Events, FTC

3-12 March 2023
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3rd - 4th March 4th -5th March

MARCH 4 Blue Bear Bookshop 6 pm - 7.30 pm     
An Evening with Sebastian Payne 

Author Sebastian Payne takes us inside the corridors 
of power and talks about his new book The Fall 
of Boris Johnson. This is the full narrative of the 
betrayals, rivalries and resignations that led to the 
dramatic Conservative coup.AUTHOR TALK

MARCH 4 Oxfam Bookshop 6 pm - 8 pm     
Reclaiming Edgar Mittelholzer 

Join local historian Roy Waight and academic Juanita Cox as they provide 
a fascinating insight into the life and work of Edgar Mittelholzer, both in 
Farnham and in the Caribbean. Born in 1909 in British Guyana, he  was the 
first Member of the Caribbean literati to be awarded the Guggenheim 
Fellowship. His work is credited with signalling the birth of the Caribbean 
novel. Mittelholzer published 22 novels, between 1941 and 1965.

TALK

MARCH 4 Farnham Town Council 10 am - 1 pm     
Writing Workshop: Plotter or Pantser

An interactive workshop for aspiring novelists, examining how to 
progress from the blank page to a fully plotted draft. The session 
will involve two exercises, analysis of two of the workshop leader’s 
successful historical novels and a chance for participants to pitch 
their own work in progress. The workshop will be led by author 
Suzanne Goldring who has published six novels with Bookouture. 

WRITING  
WORKSHOP

MARCH 4 Oxfam Bookshop 11 am - 3 pm    
Free Book Valuations

Do you have a book that you think might be of value? Ever wondered 
how books are priced for sale or what makes a book valuable? Come 
along to the Oxfam bookshop with your books and meet our expert, 
Stephen Dick, who will carry out a valuation for you.
No need to reserve a slot, just turn up between 11am and 3pm. BOOK  

VALUATIONS

MARCH 5 Farnham Pottery 10 am - 5.30 pm     
Songwriting Masterclass

Whether you’re curious about songwriting and don’t quite know 
where to start or you’re already a songwriter and you’re looking for 
a new direction, join us for this one-day songwriting master class. 
Share the experiences of singer songwriters Jim Cozens and Eva 
Perrin Fontana. Learn the tricks of the trade and create songs that 
will illuminate, fulfil and entertain. 

SONG WRITING  
MASTERCLASS 

MARCH 5 Helen Arkell Dyslexia Charity 10:30 am - 12 pm     
There is more than one way to read a book – for learners 
with dyslexia

This session will touch on some of the reasons why many learners 
with dyslexia and related specific learning difficulties struggle with 
reading, potentially becoming reluctant readers. This talk will provide 
attendees with simple, practical strategies and activities that could be 
used to help improve the reading development of weaker readers.

TALK

MARCH 3 St Andrew’s Church 7.30 pm - 10 pm     
Festival Launch - a literary themed variety show

This opening event brings you a literary themed variety show which 
reflects the programme for the Festival in its diverse interpretation of 
the concept of literature.
Actor Christopher Biggins will welcome you and talk all things literary 
including an overview of forthcoming Festival events.
This is followed by a welcome return of BAFTA-nominated filmmaker 
Jack Jewers who will be screening the second of his inVerse series. 
Series two focuses on bold and radical interpretations of Shakespeare’s 
work to mark 400 years since the first publication of his plays. 
Next comes well-known local singer / songwriters Jim Cozens and 
Rebecca Jayne. They will give us a taste of their music and talk about their 
experiences of songwriting and the journey towards a great song.
The evening ends with a talk from one of the Festival authors who will 
share their love of books and literature and explain how they started 
writing - and why they continued!
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MARCH 7 Blue Bear Bookshop 7 pm - 9 pm     
Poetry Panel

Join us at Blue Bear Bookshop for an incredible evening of poetry. 
Poets Anastasia Taylor-Lind, Rishi Dastidar and Joey Connolly, will 
make up our poetry panel.
They will be reading from some of their latest works, discussing their 
careers and experiences in the industry.
Author panel event followed by audience Q&A and book signing.

POETRY PANEL

MARCH 7 Farnham Library 7 pm - 9 pm     
Local Author Showcase

Come along to hear three local authors, Guy Singer, Catherine Hewitt 
and Cristina Loggia share their journey and their books with you. 
Moving around to hear each author giving a short talk, you will get to 
discover some new books and support local authors. There will be an 
opportunity to talk to the authors and buy their books.LOCAL AUTHOR 

SHOWCASE

MARCH 7 Farnham Library 10.30 am - 11 am     
Rhyme Time

Rhymetime sessions are aimed at babies and toddlers, aged under 
five, along with their mums, dads and carers. The events are based 
entirely on sharing nursery rhymes, action songs and percussion 
music. It is fun, interactive and noisy! Nursery rhymes are great for 
language development, they have a lot of rhythm which catch baby’s 
attention, and repetition, which is good for speech development.

RHYME TIME

MARCH 8 Farnham Library 10.30 am - 11 am     
Rhyme Time

Rhymetime sessions are aimed at babies and toddlers, aged under 
five, along with their mums, dads and carers. The events are based 
entirely on sharing nursery rhymes, action songs and percussion 
music. It is fun, interactive and noisy! Nursery rhymes are great for 
language development, they have a lot of rhythm which catch baby’s 
attention, and repetition, which is good for speech development.

RHYME TIME

MARCH 6 Farnham Town Council 10:30 am - 12:30 pm     
Writing Memories – a dementia friendly workshop

Come and tell or write your memories in this dementia-friendly 
event designed to recall and share the stories of our lives. We 
will use a mixture of prompts and conversation to discover the 
memories and stories of our lives. The session will be run by Stella 
Wiseman, a writer and Church of England minister who has a passion 
for telling stories, and by representatives from Right at Home.

WORKSHOP

5 - 6th March 7th - 8th March

MARCH 6 Farnham Town Council 7:30 pm - 8.30 pm     
In conversation with Dr Jim Down

Jim will be talking to Tom Quinn about the things that 
have confused, shocked, frightened and moved him 
during his career in ICU and how they have changed 
him as a person. He will also discuss his journey 
as an author. Tom Quinn is Emeritus Professor of 
cardiovascular nursing at Kingston University.AUTHOR TALK

MARCH 6 Farnham Library 10.30 am - 11 am    
Storytime with Sean Taylor

Library storytimes are generally aimed at two to five year olds and 
provide a fun and enjoyable introduction to books and libraries for 
young children. Sharing books and stories with young children can 
help to build good language and listening skills and give them a 
head start when they begin school. Library storytimes can foster a life 
long love of reading and show children that it is a fun place to be.

STORY TIME

PANEL  
DISCUSSION

MARCH 5 Oxfam Bookshop 3 pm - 5 pm     
It’s never too late: taking up writing in later life

Three experienced authors, Suzanne Goldring, Louise Morrish 
and Gill Thompson, who started writing in mid-life are prompted 
by writer Libby Morgan into revealing their pathways to literary 
success. They discuss how to prioritise their work and their 
strategies for productive writing.
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MARCH 9 Farnham Pottery 7 pm - 8:30 pm     
Author talk with Jamie Chalmers

‘The needle has a point’ – A talk by Jamie Chalmers (Mr X Stitch) 
that will reveal how the world of traditional craft cross stitch has 
been revolutionised to feature modern themes and issues – both 
imagery and the written word. Jamie talks passionately about his 
work, sometimes controversial; his book, and the growing number 
of artists in the field.

AUTHOR TALK

MARCH 8 Farnham Library 7:30 pm - 8:30 pm     
Local Author Showcase Evening

Come along and meet three local authors, Liam Jenkins, Willow 
Woods and Lynette Lothian who will share their journey as authors 
and their books with you. Moving around to listen to each author 
giving a short talk, you will get to discover some new books and 
support local authors. There will be an opportunity to talk to the 
authors and buy their books.

MARCH 8 Wheatsheaf 7:30 pm - 10:30 pm     
Literary Pub Quiz

Do you know your Grapes of Wrath from your Oranges Are Not the 
Only Fruit? If so, come along to a Literary-themed Pub Quiz in aid of 
Booktrust, the UK’s largest children’s reading charity. Book tickets 
in advance, £5 a head, available from Waterstones, 11 Lion & Lamb 
Yard, Farnham, with all money going direct to Booktrust.
Individual teams welcome (maximum of 6 participants per team).

MARCH 9 Farnham Pottery 3 pm - 5 pm     
Stitch your own power mantra

Join Jamie Chalmers (aka Mr X Stitch) in a workshop to investigate 
the power of word and stitch. A very personal and different 
experience that will catch the imagination. All materials for your 
participation will be provided. A chance to interact with the social 
media star of embroidery! Author and prolific blogger, Jamie took 
up cross stitching 15 years ago and he’s never looked back. WORKSHOP

8th March 9th March

MARCH 9 Blue Bear Bookshop 7 pm - 8:30 pm     
An evening with Philip Reeve

A fun packed evening of magic, nature and world building from the 
incredible author of the bestselling Mortal Engines, Railhead and 
Utterly Dark series. Philip will be introducing his new book Utterly 
Dark and the Heart of the Wild. Discussing his amazing career and 
the many fantasy worlds he has created.
Author panel event followed by audience Q&A and book signing.

MARCH 9 UCA Film and Media Centre 4:30pm - 5:30pm     
Martin Brown – Illustrator of Horrible Histories

Join the mega bestselling illustrator as he brings the stone age 
world to life with Nell and the Cave Bear – and now, Nell and the 
Cave Bear, The Journey Home. Expect (pre)history, adventure and 
plenty of drawing! Most suitable for 5-9 year olds as well as anyone 
interested in illustration.AUTHOR TALK

MARCH 8 University for the Creative Arts 6 pm - 7 pm    
An evening of spoken word

Come and join writers and performers from UCA Acting & 
Performance and Creative Response Arts for an evening of  
spoken word. Those taking part will share with you their essays, 
poems and stories. Listen to their hopes, dreams, challenges and 
fears, and how we all try and make some sense of living in the 
world of today.

AUTHOR TALK

MARCH 8  Hale Community Centre 11.30 am - 1.30pm   
Book Swap

Hale Community Centre, Upper Hale Road, Farnham is hosting a 
book swap event in conjunction with its Community Share Store. 
This will take place during their Community Pop In session from 
11.30am to 1.30pm. The Pop Up Cafe will be open serving lunch 
(pay what you can) and refreshments with our sensory space and 
cafe area open for sitting, chatting or reading!

LOCAL AUTHOR 
SHOWCASE

PUB QUIZ

SPOKEN WORD

BOOK SWAP
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Event More details Time Venue Cost

Fri 3rd March 

Launch event  With Christopher Biggins 7.30 - 10pm St Andrew’s Church  £10 
 Jack Jewers, Jim Cozens 
 and Rebecca Jayne

Sat 4th March 

Writing workshop -  Plotter or Pantser 10am-1pm Farnham Town Hall £5

Book valuations With Stephen Dick  11am - 3pm Oxfam bookshop Free

Author talk Sebastian Payne  6 - 7.30pm Blue Bear bookshop £10

Talk Reclaiming Edgar  6 - 8pm Oxfam Bookshop £8 
 Mittelholzer

Song writing  Song Writing Masterclass 10am - 5.30pm Farnham Pottery £85

Sun 5th March

Workshop There is more than one  10.30am -12pm Helen Arkell Free* 
 way to read a book  Dyslexia Charity  

Panel Discussion  It’s never too late  3 - 5pm Oxfam bookshop £5

Mon 6th March

Storytime  Sean Taylor 10.30 - 11am Farnham Library £3

Dementia friendly  Writing Memories 10.30am - Farnham Town Hall Free* 
workshop  12.30pm 

Author talk  Dr Jim Down 7.30 - 8.30pm Farnham Town Hall £8

Tues 7th March 

Rhyme Time Children’s session 10.30 - 11am Farnham Library Free

Poetry Panel Joey Connolly,  7 - 9pm Blue Bear bookshop £10 
 Anastasia Taylor-Lind,  
 Rishi Dastidar 

Local author Guy Singer, Catherine 7.30 - 8.30pm Farnham Library Free* 
showcase Hewitt, Cristina Loggia  

Weds 8th March 

Rhyme Time Children’s session 10.30 - 11am Farnham Library Free

Book swap Community book swap 11.30am - 1.30pm Hale Community Centre Free

Spoken word UCA and Creative  6 - 7pm UCA Free* 
 Response    

Pub Quiz Literary Pub Quiz 7.30 - 11pm The Wheatsheaf £5**

Local author Liam Jenkins, Willow 7.30 - 8.30pm Farnham Library Free* 
showcase Woods, Lynette Lothian

Thurs 9th March 

Workshop Stitch your own 3 - 5pm Farnham Pottery £20 
 Power Mantra

Author talk Martin Brown 4.30 - 5.30pm UCA From £5

Author talk Mr X Stitch 7 - 8.30pm Farnham Pottery £12

Author talk Phillip Reeve 7 - 8.30pm Blue Bear bookshop £10 

National Theatre Live Othello 7 - 8.30pm Farnham Maltings £15

Author Talk Ian Williams 7.30 - 8.30pm Farnham Museum £8 

Fri 10th March 

Author talk  Kim Samuels 6 - 7pm Farnham Museum £8 

Author talk  Guy Morpuss 6 - 7.30pm Oxfam Bookshop £7 

Opera & Song KT Tenuto 7.30 - 10pm St Andrew’s Church From £10 

Author talk Joanna Foat 8 - 9 pm Farnham Museum  £8

Sat 11th March 

Workshop Writing for future self 10am - 12pm Farnham Maltings £6

Workshop Modern Calligraphy 10am - 2pm Farnham Maltings £60

Children’s workshop  Make your own Myth 10.30 - 11.30am  Farnham Library £5

Children’s event  Lions, Tigers, Football 10.30 - 11.30am  Farnham Library £3 
  and Unicorns & 2 - 3pm

Workshop Build a World workshop 10.30am - 12.30pm St Mark’s Church £5

Panel event Writing real romance 3 - 4pm Farnham Town Hall £10 

Showcase & Awards Poetry Awards Ceremony 5 - 8pm St Mark’s Church Free*

Panel event Writing History 5 - 6pm Farnham Town Hall £10

Panel event Writing crime novels 7 - 8pm Farnham Town Hall £10

Performance Macbeth David Keller 7 - 8.30pm Farnham Pottery £15

Sun 12th March 

Author talk Jacqueline Wilson 3 - 4pm  St Andrew’s Church From £5

Performance Macbeth David Keller 7 - 8.30pm Farnham Pottery £15

* Tickets required and are available through the Festival website
** Tickets available to buy at Waterstones, Farnham

Event More details Time Venue Cost

Farnham literary Festival 2023

All authors and events are 
confirmed at the time of going  
to print. The organisers reserve 
the right to make changes.
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9 - 10th March 10 - 11th March

MARCH 11 Farnham Maltings 10 am - 2 pm     
Modern Calligraphy for Improvers

Have you already been practising modern calligraphy at home or 
been to a beginners class but would like some further assistance? 
Come along and improve your modern calligraphy skills in this 
fun and creative class with Jen from Inkscript Studio. Jen will show 
you how to improve your letters and flourishes, tips on design and 
composition as well as experiment with different inks and papers.

WORKSHOP

MARCH 10 Farnham Museum 8 - 9 pm     
Joanna Foat – Lumberjills 

Discover the inspiring story of the Lumberjills, the 
young women who felled trees with an axe and saw 
for the nation during World War Two. The Women’s 
Timber Corps, a branch of the Women’s Land Army, 
comprised of thousands of women who brought 
gender stereotypes crashing down in the 1940s.  

AUTHOR TALK

MARCH 10 Farnham Museum 6 pm - 7 pm     
Kim Samuels – finding connection in an age of isolation 

An activist and thought leader on questions of social 
connectedness, Kim Samuels introduces us to leaders 
around the world who are working to cultivate 
belonging. Whether through sports, medicine, music, 
business, culture, or advocacy, the people and 
programmes in this book offer us meaningful lessons.    

AUTHOR TALK

AUTHOR TALK

MARCH 9 Farnham Museum 7:30 pm - 8:30 pm     
In Conversation with Ian Williams

Ian Williams’ thought-provoking book examines 
the new cold war’s many fronts and proclaims the 
clear and sobering message that we must open our 
eyes to the reality of China’s ruthless bid for global 
dominance. He is interviewed by former journalist 
Ava Glass.

MARCH 10 Oxfam Bookshop 6 pm-7:30pm 
In conversation with Guy Morpuss

Guy’s second novel, BLACK LAKE MANOR, was 
a Financial Times SF Book of the Month and a 
Waterstones Best Crime Book of 2022. It is a locked 
room murder mystery set on Vancouver Island, with a 
killer who can unwind time – which makes it difficult for 
the detective trying (repeatedly) to solve the murder.

AUTHOR TALK

MARCH 9 Farnham Maltings 7 pm - 8:30 pm     
The National Theatre Live – Othello

An extraordinary new production of Shakespeare’s most enduring 
tragedy, directed by Clint Dyer.
She’s a bright, headstrong daughter of a senator. He’s a refugee of slavery; 
having risen to the top of a white world, he finds love across racial lines 
has a cost. Wed in secret, they crave a new life together but forces 
conspire against them, they find their future is not theirs to decide.

NATIONAL  
THEATRE LIVE

MARCH 10 St Andrew’s Church 7:30 pm - 10 pm     
Opera and Song inspired by Literature

Celebrating Farnham Literary Festival, opera ensemble KT Tenuto 
present a wonderful evening of opera and song inspired by 
literature. Accompanied by piano (Peter Crockford) in the historic 
surroundings of St Andrew’s Church, concert pieces include arias 
and ensembles from Verdi, Puccini, Bizet and more, plus a few 
numbers from musical theatre.

MARCH11  Farnham Maltings 10am-12 pm     
Workshop: Writing Your Future Self

Join novelist, counsellor and writing for wellness facilitator Joanna 
Barnard to explore the potential of writing as a therapeutic tool to 
break down personal barriers and set exciting future goals. In this 
interactive workshop we will combine techniques of mindfulness and 
free writing to create the beginnings of a powerful and engaging new 
narrative for ourselves. No prior writing experience is necessary.

OPERA  
AND SONG

WORKSHOP
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MARCH 11 Farnham Pottery 7 pm - 8:30 pm     
Macbeth – Sliced to the core

The Farnham Pottery welcomes back David Keller’s amazing 
Macbeth, performed by Royal Shakespeare Company actor David 
Keller who has earned critical acclaim in numerous leading roles 
including Shakespeare’s Othello, lago, Hamlet and Leontes; John 
Merrick – the Elephant Man and Dysart in Equus.
“Stark, powerful, unsettling, Shakespeare as it should be heard.

PERFORMANCE

MARCH 11 Farnham Town Council 5 pm - 6 pm     
Panel event: Past, Present, Future – writing history 

Featuring authors Suzanne Goldring, Gill Thompson, Carol McGrath and 
Jack Jewers. Writing a novel that’s set in the past is a tricky balancing 
act. Not enough detail and the world doesn’t feel authentic. Too much 
and you risk bogging the story down with excessive research. Join four 
highly-respected experts of the genre to explore how historical fact 
can be used to enhance a great story and bring the setting to life. 

MARCH 11 Farnham Town Council 7 pm - 8 pm     
Panel discussion: Murder by the book: How to build the perfect 
crime novel

Panel event with authors Ava Glass, Katherine Faulkner, Fiona Barton 
and Helen Fields. From unexpected twists to dramatic dénouements, 
the elements that make up a crime novel are familiar to us all. But 
pulling them together into a satisfying story that’s thrilling, gripping 
and unpredictable is a different matter entirely. 

11th March 11 March

PANEL EVENT

PANEL EVENT

MARCH 11 St Mark’s Church 5 pm - 8 pm     
Poetry showcase and awards ceremony 

The final of this year’s Farnham Poetry Competition. Come and hear 
poets young and old(er) as they read their entries on this year’s 
theme – Hope. All the winners of both the under-16 and adult 
competitions will be announced and prizes awarded. There will also 
be an open-mic for anyone to join in and readings by poets and 
judges Coral Rumble and Ellora Sutton.

MARCH 11 St Mark’s Church 10:30 am - 12:30 pm     
Build a World Workshop

Build your own fantasy world and populate it with characters in 
this creative writing workshop focusing on the fantasy genre. This 
session will be run by aspiring local author, Paul Eggleton, who has 
written four books in a fantasy series and is an expert on developing 
fantasy worlds.WORKSHOP

PANEL EVENT

MARCH 11 Farnham Town Council 3 pm - 4 pm     
Panel event: Writing real romance 

Accounting for almost 20% of all book sales in the UK, the romance 
genre is big business. Three big-hitters, Jodie Chapman, Helly 
Acton and Cesca Major come together to talk about what makes a 
great romance novel – from meet-cutes to marriage, love/hate to 
happily ever after, they’ll delve into all the elements that go in to 
crafting the perfect love story for a modern audience.

SHOWCASE  
AND AWARDS

MARCH 11 Farnham Library 10.30 - 11.30 am and 2 - 3pm    
Children’s workshop (5-11yrs) Lions, tigers, football  
and unicorns

A family session of word fun. Author Coral Rumble will be reading 
from her two newest collections, sharing some of the subjects she 
thinks deserve to be in a poem – like a yak you might find in your attic, 
or how great it must be to be a daisy! Come along with your own ideas 
about what should be in a poem. You might even write one!

CHILDREN’S 
WORKSHOP

MARCH 11 Farnham Library 10:30 am - 11:30 am     
Children’s workshop (9-13yrs) Make your own myth

A fun, interactive creative writing session inspired by author Ally 
Sherrick’s just-published Roman mystery adventure, Vita and the 
Gladiator. Using a well-known Greek legend as a model, Ally will 
help reveal the magic story ingredients of all great myths, then work 
with participants to come up with the start of a brand new mythic 
tale of their own.

CHILDREN’S 
WORKSHOP
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Booking Information 
Tickets are available online - please visit the Festival 
website www.farnhamliteraryfestival.co.uk to buy tickets 
through the event organiser’s booking site. Please note 
that each event needs to be booked individually, there is 
no basket option available for multiple events. If you do not 
have access to the internet, the reception staff at Farnham 
Town Council in South Street will be happy to help you.

Seats are not allocated for most events. On arrival at most 
venues, your name will be checked against an attendance 
list but you may also need to show your confirmation email.

Books will be available to purchase at most author events.

12th March &
Booking Information

MARCH 12 Farnham Pottery 3 pm - 4:30 pm     
Macbeth – Sliced to the core

The Farnham Pottery welcomes back David Keller’s amazing 
Macbeth, performed by Royal Shakespeare Company actor David 
Keller who has earned critical acclaim in numerous leading roles 
including Shakespeare’s Othello, lago, Hamlet and Leontes; John 
Merrick – the Elephant Man and Dysart in Equus.
“Stark, powerful, unsettling, Shakespeare as it should be heard.

MARCH 12 St Andrew’s Church 3 pm - 4 pm     
Author talk and Q&A with Dame Jacqueline Wilson 

An afternoon with the much loved Dame Jacqueline 
Wilson. Discover how she started her writing career, 
how she created some of her best-loved characters as 
well as hearing about her brand new book, The Other 
Edie Trimmer. She will be in conversation with Rob 
Verner-Jeffreys, Manager of Waterstones, Farnham.

AUTHOR TALK

Scan here

Schools  
Programme

Farnham Literary Festival’s 
Schools Programme
Literacy statistics in the UK are quite startling, with 413,000 children 
reportedly not owning a single book, while 1 in 5 school age children in 
the UK struggle to read and write.
However, reports have found that pupils who had an author visit this 
academic year:
•  Were twice as likely to read above the expected level for their age.
•  Are more likely to enjoy reading and writing.
•   Are more likely to be highly confident in their reading and writing.
Farnham Town Council is dedicated to helping improve literacy for all 
children in local schools. With the help of The Blue Bear Bookshop and The 
Farnham Literary Festival, is honoured to be able to provide both local and 
bestselling authors to inspire the students of our schools in Farnham.
None of this would be possible without funds provided by Farnham Town 
Council, support from local businesses, volunteers and, of course, authors 
offering their time.
If you would like to help support us with the Farnham Literary Festival 
by becoming a sponsor, joining the festival programme for next year 
as an author, or you wish to get your school involved please contact 
literaryfestival@farnham.gov.uk.
Here is our amazing line up for this year’s Farnham Literary Festival’s  
Schools Programme:

SF Said Izzi Lawrence The Brothers 
McLeod

Phillip Reeve and 
Sarah McIntyre

PERFORMANCE





Brought to you by: 

Farnham Town Council,  
South Street,  
Farnham,  
Surrey,  
GU9 7RN 

T: 01252 712667 
E: events@farnham.gov.uk
W: www.farnham.gov.uk 

You can also follow us on Twitter @farnhamofficial  
or on Facebook @farnhamofficial
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LIST OF VENUES

Blue Bear Bookshop 
3, Town Hall Buildings,  
The Borough, GU9 7ND

Farnham Library 
28 West Street, GU9 7DR

Farnham Maltings 
Bridge Square, GU9 7QR

Farnham Town Hall 
South Street, GU9 7RN

Helen Arkell  
Dyslexia Charity  
24 West Street, GU9 7DR

Museum of Farnham 
West Street, GU9 7DX

Oxfam Books & Music 
118-9 The Borough, GU9 7NF

St Andrew’s Church  
Upper Church Lane,  
GU9 7PW

University for the  
Creative Arts  
Falkner Road, GU9 7DS 

The Wheatsheaf 
19 West Street, GU9 7DR

Further Afield 

The Farnham Pottery 
Pottery Lane,
Wrecclesham, GU10 4SL

Hale Community Centre 
130 Upper Hale Rd,  
GU9 0JH

St Mark’s Church 
Alma Lane, Farnham  
GU9 0LT

University for the 
Creative Arts

Farnham 
Museum

Farnham Library

Helen Arkell 
Dyslexia Charity Farnham 

Town Hall

Railway 
Station

Oxfam Books & Music
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Blue Bear Bookshop

St Andrew’s 
Church

The Wheatsheaf

The Maltings


